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Upcoming Events Hope & Compassion

Everyone needs a savior, and in the beautifully redeeming plan of
God, the saved become the saviors! God uses healed broken
people like you and me to bring salvation to other broken people!

May 15, If you desire to or adopted

Sun  a Compassion child with Groups like Compassion International help sponsors to have
your family or hg, please personal impact in a kids’ life by providing medical, nutritional,
let the leadership know! and educational assistance in the Name of Jesus. Last year,

nearly 150,000 Compassion-assisted children put their faith in
) Jesus Christ. If you become a sponsor you can also write letters
May 22, CUSER Sl OO back and forth with your kid, and even arrange a visit sometime!
Sun  Eddie Leu! Here is the Compassion video from Sunday: http.//db.tt/AyElzDW
May 28-29, College Senior Retreat! And here’s Sunday's Message on Holy Levis: http.//db.tl/28YDIEE
Sat-Sun

We want to encourage everyone to get into the Word, (especially
the OT!) because that’s where the revelation of Jesus comes,

Jul 2-4  Summer Retreat — Signup where you grow in deep relationship by knowing your God, and
for early bird price now! where you'll learn good stuff to share and preach with friends and
All churches welcome! family. It was fun hearing the variety of sharing on Sunday!
Ben Wong from HK is our
guest speaker. Another reminder, be joyful in your attitude! God always builds on

the positive, and not the negative things. There is a place for
tearing down walls of sin and unrighteousness. But you have to
build with positive encouragement like Paul. Rebuke
isn’t complete without full love and positive change,
positive direction and building. Check out Proverbs on
what discipline and love is all about. Here is a fun video
on the power of the smile: http./bit.ly/magjmT

Releasing Children from Povert

el

““Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me,” Jesus in Matt 18:5



we’'ve

Weekly,
covering how to read the Old

Testament (OT). The OT is
comprised of many genres,
and each genre needs to be
approached with a particular
lens of perspective in order to
understand it. The OT contains
genres like Narrative (3/4" of
the Bible), Poetry and Wisdom,
Codes and Laws, Prophecy,
Apocalyptic, and Historical
Narrative, etc.

This week finds us at the
book of Leviticus, which can
also symbolize the larger genre
of Law in the OT. How do we
read OT law? Isnt it irrelevant
for us NT Christians today?
We've covered the basic gist of
this in our Sunday sermon, but
here is some more insight.

As it is for the rest of the OT,
ultimately beyond any ordinary
genre is the true theological
purpose of each book: Who
God /s. The point was never
history, or story, or poetry, but
God revealing Himself!

How does law (or principle)
reveal a person? Well, what if
someone you were talking to
said they had a rule or
principle in life — that whenever

been

they see someone hurt or sick,

they make it a point to pray for
that person. What does this
reveal about the character? This
law in their life shows they really
care for people, or they have
great faith, and they desire to live
out with their beliefs consistently.
Do you see how a law can help
us understand the person?

Context. At the point of
Leviticus, the people of Israel
were released from bondage in
Egyptian slavery through God’s
mighty power and miracles and
signs. God is how showing them
who He is, and what He's all
about. The people of God are a
distinct people, and their God is
the also very different from the
neighboring nations’ gods. God
is ultimate and superior in power,
all-knowing and has a lot of
unique characteristics like
holiness, righteousness, eternal,
omnipresent, omnipotent, etc.

Therefore, God’s people were
to be like Him. In Leviticus 19:2
God tells them, “Speak to all the
congregation of the people of
Israel and say to them, “You shall
be holy, for | the Lord your God
am holy.” This is his thesis.

Read through the book of

PASTOR’S ENCOURAGEMENT
by Johnny Tsai

Picture on left. A wordle (“word doodle”) of
the most common word occurrences in book
of Leviticus by size. Notice words not
dominant in this book that one might

suppose: Law. Rather, it’s all about the

LORD and offerings. A word of personal
advice: turn your conception of Rules into

Relationship!

Leviticus, and you find that it
has contrast between clean
vs. unclean, holy vs. sinful,
pure vs. impure, cleansed vs.
uncleansed.

Mark Dever brings insight
into two major themes in
Leviticus: “God’s people are
distinct so they should live
holy lives” and “God’s people
are sinful, so they should offer
sacrifices.” The Law reveals
the holiness of God and the
mandate for His people to be
like Him, as stated in Lev
19:2. [How are we holy or
unholy, how have we set our
eyes and ears and hands and
feet to be holy unto the Lord?]

One last point to wrap up:
Since OT law is about the
underlying character of God,
dont apply the OT law
directly into today. The way
to read law in the OT is to ask
yourself, “What does this
show me about God?” Then,
“‘How can | live that principle
out today?” And finally, you
do it. To hear and never do is
foolish rebellion, to do but
never hear is useless pride.

Let us Love His Word in
Obedience! Ps 119.88




